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From one of Outside magazineâ€™s â€œLiterary All-Starsâ€• comes the thrilling true tale of the

fastest boat ride ever, down the entire length of the Colorado River and through the Grand Canyon,

during the legendary flood of 1983.In the spring of 1983, massive flooding along the length of the

Colorado River confronted a team of engineers at the Glen Canyon Dam with an unprecedented

emergency that may have resulted in the most catastrophic dam failure in history. In the midst of

this crisis, the decision to launch a small wooden dory named â€œThe Emerald Mileâ€• at the head

of the Grand Canyon, just fifteen miles downstream from the Glen Canyon Dam, seemed not just

odd, but downright suicidal. The Emerald Mile, at one time slated to be destroyed, was rescued and

brought back to life by Kenton Grua, the man at the oars, who intended to use this flood as a kind of

hydraulic sling-shot. The goal was to nail the all-time record for the fastest boat ever propelledâ€”by

oar, by motor, or by the grace of God himselfâ€”down the entire length of the Colorado River from

Leeâ€™s Ferry to Lake Mead. Did he survive? Just barely. Now, this remarkable, epic feat unfolds

here, in The Emerald Mile.
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30 years ago my wife gave my son and me a trip down the Grand Canyon in a dory. Over the years,

I've traveled extensively in over 100 countries and on all of the continents. That Grand Canyon boat

trip was one of the greatest travel experiences of my life.This book captures all of the thrills,

excitement and history of that wonderful experience. We had five guides on the trip, all of whom

were extremely knowledgeable and at night we sat by the campfires and learned about many of the



stories contained in this account.In many respects, I was torn over leaving the canyon. Except that I

had a wife and two little kids, I would've loved to sign on as a guide on the river trips. Had I taken

the trip before I was married, I really believe I might have ended up a River Rat on the Colorado

River.The book joins the other great Grand Canyon books in my library:The Exploration of the

Colorado River and Its Canyons (Penguin Classics); who can ever forget a one-armed war hero

hanging from a tree branch over the raging river -- did they really think they could run a railroad

down that massive gorge?
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